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is a party joined under Rule 14 or 19 and is served within a judicial district of the United States and not more than 100 miles from where the summons was

issued; or (C) when authorized by a federal statute.
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The Practical Dilemmas of Electronic Service of Foreign-Related Judicial Documents and China’ s Response
ZHOU Hongfei
(Law School, Liaoning University, Shenyang 110136, China)

Abstract ; Against the background of the global network era, many countries have begun to use scientific and tech-
nological means to assist judicial activities, and electronic service has gradually become the main way to deliver for-
eign-related judicial documents. Electronic service enhances the service efficiency of foreign-related judicial docu-
ments and protects the litigation rights of the parties involved. However, this method of service has some risks in
practical application, such as infringement of national sovereignty and illegality. To address these practical risks,
the feasibility and rationality of its application and implementation should be clarified based on the procedural
reform and value function of electronic service of foreign-related judicial documents. In light of the risk causes of e-
lectronic service of foreign-related judicial documents, the traditional concept that the service of judicial documents
is solely the court’ s duty should be revised, and the effectiveness of the service of the parties is to be properly rec-
ognized. Regarding the review of service legality, a territorial connecting factor should be established, with the law
of the recipient’ s country serving as the basis for review.

Key words :service of foreign-related documents; electronic service; responsibility for service; review basis



