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Considerations of the Special Law for the Limitation of Actions System : Comments
on the Revision of the Time Limitation Chapter in the Chinese Maritime Code

CAO Xingguo
(Law School, Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract ; The revision of the Time Limitation Chapter in the Chinese Maritime Code represents the latest legislative
practice in China concerning the special law. Given the status of the Chinese Maritime Code as a special law, the re-
vision of the maritime limitation of actions system shall, on the one hand, prioritize efficiency and commercial de-
mands aligned with international standards while accommodating the reasonable expectations of the practice
regarding the limitation of actions regimes; on the other hand, ensure coordination and coherence with the Civil
Code. The revision of the limitation of actions provisions in the Chinese Maritime Code can be examined and inter-
preted from three dimensions: internationality, commerciality, and systematicity. The overall revision approach of
“shorter limitation periods + easier interruption mechanisms + prohibition of contractual extension” reflects a bal-
anced consideration of all these three dimensions. Although the Chinese Maritime Code establishes a relatively com-
prehensive system for maritime limitation of actions, it remains insufficient on its own. Whether it is necessary and
permissible to supplement and apply the provisions of the Civil Code depends on specific circumstances.

Key words: limitation of actions; revision of the Chinese Maritime Code; internationality ; commerciality ; systema-

ticity
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