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U.S. Sanctions Against China’s Overseas Digital Investment and China’s Response
WANG Shumin, LI Qianyu
(Law School, Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract ; Overseas investment refers to investment made abroad by investors from a capital-exporting country in the
form of capital, physical property, intellectual property rights, or other forms of contributions. By extension, over-
seas digital investment is conducted through digital capital, physical property, intellectual property and so on. On
the one hand, China’ s overseas digital investment mainly focuses on digital physical objects, namely
communication network, computing power, and smart infrastructure. On the other hand, China’ s overseas digital
investment also uses non-physical data as an important subject matter of investment. China’ s overseas digital invest-
ment has shifted from early imitation and following U.S. and Europe to partial overtaking in certain areas. As a sym-
bolic response to anxiety about this change, U.S. frequently abuses national security to impose sanctions against
China’ s overseas digital investment. These sanctions runcounter to the concept of digital justice that advocates for
digital goodness, bridges the digital divide, eliminates digital discrimination, suppresses digital hegemony, and
maintains digital security. In order to effectively respond the sanctions, it is necessary for China to improve the
countermeasures of Anti-Foreign Sanctions Law, promote the inclusion of overseas digital investment in the invest-
ment definition of China’ s bilateral investment agreement, optimize overseas investment insurance system, and
fully utilize multilateral dispute resolution mechanisms.

Key words : overseas digital investment; digital justice; overseas investment insurance
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