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The Legal Characterization and Jurisdictional Conflicts of

Submarine Cable Sabotage, and the Legitimacy of Protection Areas
WU Junsong
(School of Law and Public Administration, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China)

Abstract : Submarine cables possess both functional value and inherent vulnerability, making their legal protection
an increasingly unignorable regulatory issue for the international community. Currently, there remains highly contro-
versy over the legal characterization of acts that damage submarine cables, primarily centered on whether such acts
should be classified as general criminal offenses, piracy, or terrorism. Under the current framework of international
law, coastal states, flag states, and other states may invoke different legal bases and jurisprudential foundations to
assert jurisdiction over such damaging acts, potentially leading to issues such as overlapping or vacuums of jurisdic-
tion. Additionally, to prevent and reduce acts of damage to submarine cables, multiple countries are promoting the
establishment of submarine cable protection areas. The legitimacy of establishing such protected areas and the
impact of the measures taken on the existing maritime rights of other countries have also become critical issues re-
quiring urgent response in the field of international law.

Key words ; submarine cables; jurisdiction; cable protection areas; international law



