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Study on the Construction of Antitrust Exemption Regime for Shipping Industry
Against the Expansion of Antitrust Law

—The Enlightenment from the South Korean Liner Operators’ Collusion Case
JIN Meidong

(Law School , Dalian Maritime University , Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract ; The expansion of the scope of application of antitrust law is a universal trend. There has also been a tend-
ency to abolish or restrict exemptions for the shipping industry in recent years. Regarding the construction of the
shipping antitrust exemption, the rulings made by South Korean antitrust authority and courts on a liner operators’
collusion case provide insights for understanding the antitrust exemption for the shipping industry as a mechanism to
coordinate industry regulatory law and antitrust law. Industry regulatory law and antitrust law may overlap in their
application, but there is no inevitable conflict in their purposes. Industry regulatory law can function as a comple-
ment to antitrust law. For China, it is more reasonable to establish a shipping industry regulatory law in harmony
with antitrust law. To coordinate their application, it is necessary to establish a mechanism of shipping antitrust ex-
emption which is restricted in scope by future enactment of Shipping Act.

Key words : antitrust exemption for shipping industry; industry regulatory law; antitrust law; South Korean Liner

Operators’ Collusion Case



