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The Historical Mission, Contemporary Characteristics,

and Major Institutional Developments of New Chinese Maritime Code
SHAN Hongjun, ZHU Zuoxian
(Law School, Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract ; The promulgation of new Chinese Maritime Code( CMC) in 2025 marks a milestone in the development of
China’ s maritime rule of law and its foreign-related legal system. The principal historical mission of new CMC lies
in promoting high-quality development of maritime transport and economic and trade, as well as a high level of o-
pening-up, by establishing a maritime legal regime that both embodies Chinese characteristics and aligns with inter-
national trends. The key institutional designs of new CMC bear distinct features of the current era, particularly in
the areas of shipping digitalization, green shipping, and shipping countermeasures. Other significant institutional
developments mainly include; the moderate unification of regimes governing domestic and international contracts for
the carriage of goods by sea; the incorporation of port operators into the scope of new CMC through the concept of
the “actual carrier” ; the prudent increase in the limits of liability for passengers’ personal injury the limits of lia-
bility for maritime claims ; the systematic alignment of the ship property rights regime with the relevant provisions of
Civil Code; the restructuring of legal rules on marine insurance contracts; the expansion of grounds for the interrup-
tion of limitation periods; and the restriction on the principle of party autonomy in determining applicable law of
contracts for the international carriage of goods by sea. New CMC represents a localized reconstruction that embodies
Chinese wisdom and Chinese elements, signaling that China’ s maritime law has embarked on a new voyage from
“bringing in” to “going global”.

Key words :revision of CMC; high-quality development; green shipping; shipping digitalization; shipping counter-

measures; localized reconstruction
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